Preface                                      ix
an open question to what extent science follows industry, or
vice versa, it is not open to doubt that scientific men, and
especially chemists, are called in these days to lead and follow
where industrial evolution is most active. There is ample
evidence of activity and great expansion in the cellulose
industries, especially in those which involve the chemistry of
the raw material; and the present volume should serve to
show that there is rapid advance in the science of the subject.
Hence our appeal to the workers not to neglect those oppor-
tunities which belong to the days of small beginnings.
We have especially to acknowledge the services of Mr. J. F.
BRIGGS in investigations which are recorded on pp. 34-40 and
pp. 125-133 of the text.